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“I’d just be sitting in a room bored, and my face 
glued to my phone or TV. My Child Life specialist 
makes me feel free, and I get to see the views 
when she takes me to the lobby. 
 
With Child Life, they are like another part of my 
family. They play Uno with me. They play video 
games with me. They take me down to the piano 
and let me play there.” 

WITHOUT 
CHILDREN OF 
BELLEVUE

Read more of Daevon's story on page 4.
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A REFUGE
The history of American medicine is 
indistinguishably linked to Bellevue Hospital: 
the oldest public hospital still open today. 

 Page 1 of 14Children of Bellevue | 2017 Impact Report

Founded half a century prior to 

the ratification of the U.S. 

Constitution, Bellevue has been 

at the forefront of innovation in 

medicine. Bellevue is home to 

America's firsts: the first 

ambulance used by a public 

hospital, the first maternity 

ward, and the first inpatient 

psychiatric service for children 

and adolescents. 

 

With a strong focus on treating 

mental health and life- 

threatening diseases, Bellevue 

quickly became known as the 

one place that would treat  

patients whom no other 

hospital could or wanted to 

accept. In 1949 this reputation 

of helping the most vulnerable 

in New York City and the great 

need at Bellevue inspired a 

group of passionate volunteers 

to create Children of Bellevue. 

 

Nearly seven decades later, our 

work continues to build upon 

this early foundation to 

strengthen emotional, social, 

and developmental support for 

the children and adolescents 

for whom Bellevue is a refuge 

for care and treatment. 



& A PIONEER
The programs you support and sustain lead the 
nation in providing support and services to 
hospitalized children. 
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First and only emergency psychiatric service 

in New York State and first inpatient 

psychiatric unit in the U.S. for children 

 

First child life practice in a public hospital in 

New York and one of the first to include 

infancy and early childhood development 

 

First child abuse and neglect treatment 

facility operating within a public hospital in 

the nation 

 

First intervention of its kind in New York and 

used as a model throughout the nation 

 

Original evidence-based intervention with 

high rate of impact on children and parents 

both during and after the program 

Child and 

Adolescent 

Psychiatry 

 

Child Life and 

Developmental 

Services 

 

Loeb Center for 

Child Protection 

and Development 

 

Reach Out and 

Read 

 

The Video 

Interaction Project
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Hispanic 

68%

Black 

16%

Asian 

12%

White and Other 

4%

OUR KIDS

More than 80% of 
our pediatric patients 
come from families 
whose total income is 
within 150% of the 
federal poverty line: 
 
     living on less 
     than $38,000 for 
     a family of four. 

For many families who live in 

homeless shelters, our staff and 

services provide some of the 

only continuity and comfort 

they have. The families we serve 

are vulnerable but resilient. 

Our patients come from some 

of the most socio-economically 

challenged families across all 

five boroughs. Many are recent 

immigrants to our country and 

some are undocumented 

migrants seeking a better life. 

Our patients are:

Every day we serve vulnerable, yet resilient kids.
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& A STORY

Getting the chance to play the 

piano or just having someone to 

talk to like Natalie, my Child Life 

specialist. Otherwise, I’d just be 

sitting in a room bored, and my 

face glued to my phone or TV. 

Natalie makes me feel free, and I 

get to see the views when she 

takes me to the lobby. With 

Child Life, they are like another 

part of my family. They play Uno 

with me. They play video games 

with me. They take me down to 

the piano and let me play there. 

When I was 4 years 

old, I had my first 

blood transfusion. 

Throughout my entire life, I’ve 

been in and out of hospitals 

with chest pains and aches. 

One of our teens, 

Daevon, asked to 

share his story with 

our supporters. 

Here's what the 

high school student 

athlete coping with 

sickle cell disease 

wanted to tell you.

How has living with sickle 

cell affected your life? 

I tried not to think about it. I 

didn't want anyone to find 

out and be like, “Oh, we have 

to do this stuff for him.” I like 

to do stuff for myself. I don't 

want to be pitied; I want to 

feel like a regular teenager. 

What makes you feel like 

yourself here at Bellevue? 



FOCUS:
According to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, the well-being of children in the 
state of New York is below the national average.
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This well-being index examines if children have learned techniques 

to stay calm and in control in the face of adversity, if they live with 

parents whose physical and emotional health is excellent or very 

good, whether families with children under the age of 6 read to 

them daily, and if the child has faced adverse or traumatic 

experiences in their childhood already. 

All children deserve to 
grow up healthy.

Our programs help children 

build strong minds and bodies 

by implementing services and 

interventions that focus on the 

health and well-being of each 

child we serve. Each program's 

approach relies on 

understanding a child’s unique 

experience and then improving 

their well-being through child 

abuse prevention, addressing child and family needs related to well- 

being, wellness checkups, developmental guidance, reducing risks 

and increasing safety and protective factors. 

Data from "The Health and Well-Being of Children: A Portrait of States and the Nation 2011-2012." 

Children’s Health 
and Well-Being



In New York City, one out of every three children 
is growing up in poverty today. 
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Most of the parents who bring their children to Bellevue work at 

extremely low-paying jobs that offer no employee benefits. Many 

families have recently immigrated to the U.S.; some are 

undocumented or socially isolated. Nearly half of our families 

struggle with deteriorated housing, a risk factor for 

poverty. Almost one-third face additional barriers including low 

literacy, exposure to substance use, incarceration or violence, 

and difficulty with bills or food insecurity.

Research suggests the 
constant stress of poverty 
can alter young brains 
and contribute to mental 
illness later in life.

Children from low-income families 

have vast disparities in their development and 

educational achievement. Children's brains develop rapidly during 

their first five years, and studies show that most children who enter 

kindergarten without the skills to succeed are still behind when they 

reach third grade. Just as high-quality food is necessary for optimal 

growth, high-quality early learning experiences like reading and 

playing that our programs create for kids and teach to parents are  

necessary to “feed” the brain and stimulate intellectual growth. 

FOCUS:

Equitable Access 
& Systemic 

Poverty Solutions



We are the home of inspiring healthcare providers 
and creative thinkers who help build innovative 
solutions to providing services and more than 
medicine to children and families in need.
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Our Children’s Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program 

is the only one of its kind in the entire state of New York and one 

of only two in the nation. Our Reach 

Out and Read program expanded its 

scope to begin "prescribing" books as 

early as the two-month checkup.

Our staff resolve complex 
problems and drive change 
within Bellevue and in their 
respective disciplines.

FOCUS:
Innovation & 

Beyond Bellevue

Our Child Life specialists helped care 

for the victims’ of the Times Square car 

rampage, providing psychological support to three injured 

adolescents and crisis counseling and psychological support to a 

group of seven adolescents who witnessed their two friends 

injured provided crisis counseling and to the family of the one 

fatality, a teenager, and one critically injured adolescent. What 

we learn about healthcare in the most critical situations or our 

most effective programs we share with others in our practice to 

strengthen healthcare in the U.S.



JOIN US
We need you with us in the fight 
against inequities in childhood 
healthcare and mental health 
services. Join our supporters who 
have generously donated their 
treasure, time, and talents to 
sustain our work for seven decades.

To volunteer in our fundraising office, 

please call 212-562-4130 option 5. 
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For corporate volunteering or 

sponsorship opportunities, please get 

in touch with our development team 

at sara@childrenofbellevue.org. 

To donate securely online, please go 

to childrenofbellevue.org/donate. 

You can also make a check out to 

"Children of Bellevue" and send it via 

snail mail to 462 First Avenue, ME-15, 

New York, NY 10016. 

To donate materials and supplies, 

please visit our registry at 

zola.com/registry/childrenofbellevue.

Icons designed by Zlatko Najdenovski from Flaticon.



SUPPORTERS
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BillyBooks! • Coydog Foundation • Credit Suisse Americas Foundation • Dearie 

Family Charitable Trust • The Donald Marron Charitable Trust • EPIC Systems • 

Genco Shipping & Trading • Rebecca S. Gordon and Andrew Stark • NYC 

Health + Hospitals • Kramer Levin • The Richard & Natalie Jacoff Foundation • 

Roche TCRC • Barbara Scott • Richard Serra • Tarek Sherif • Jennifer Starobin 

Davidson & Thomas Davidson

Leaders - $10,000 +

Alexandria Real Estate Equities • Judith L. 

Chiara Charitable Fund • Lori's Hospital Gift 

Shops • Royalty Pharma

President's Circle - $25,000 +

Brownstone Family Foundation • Marks 

Family Foundation • Spirit of Children

Founder's Circle - $50,000 +

Tiger Foundation

Visionary - $100,000 +

We try our hardest to make sure each of our supporters is recognized accurately on our impact report listing. To 

inform us of any edits you would made, please email info@childrenofbellevue.org.

Our supporters are our most outspoken advocates 
and most committed friends in the fight to 
address inequity in children's health care, 
development, and well being. Thank you for 
providing more than medicine to Bellevue kids.



& ADVOCATES

The Alan & Carol Pomerantz Family Fund • Alicia 

Rose Victorious Foundation • Anonymous • Mr. & 

Mrs. Stanley Arkin • Au Bon Pain • Amanda Baker & 

Guy Avellon • Victoria Barthes • Mrs. Stephen Bassock • Sara Beth Beckmeier • James & Nancy Beha • 

Shannon Bell • NYC Health+Hospitals/Bellevue • Leon Berman • Cathryn Burchill-Block & Michael Block • 

Boots Retail USA • James Borynack & Adolfo Zaralegui • Marc Bothwell & Mary Chan • Broadridge 

Foundation • Mrs. John C. Burton • Claire Callagy • Dr. Linda & Arthur Carter • Vita Cassese • Charina 

Foundation • Dr. Mary Ann Chiasson & Gerd Grieninger • Ranika Cohen • Sean & Mary Jo Collins • 

Elizabeth Dater-Jennings & Mitchell Jennings • Glen De Vries • Fred Delesalle • Dr. Benard Dreyer • 

Richard Eggers • Shazma Fazal • The Feinberg Foundation • Dr. Arthur & Shelley Fierman • Jean Folsom 

& Andrew Glassman • Stephen Freidheim • Mrs. Bruce A. Gimbel • Nicholas Haribson • Ellen Harris • 

Harter Secrest & Emery • Dr. Jennifer Havens & Barbara Cicatelli • Kimberly Haynes • High Point Design • 

Dr. Karen Hopkins • Howard & Barbara Farkas Foundation • Nancy Hughes • Aubrie Jones • Judith A. 

Keating • Dr. Perri Klass & Dr. Lawrence Wolff • Suesan Klein • Nancy Kliot & Steven Straus • William 

Knigge • Pierre Lacaze • Ron Longe • Wendy Lovetro • George Martin • Dr. Margaret & Richard McHugh • 

Jeffrey & Carolyn Meckler • Dr. Alan & Mary Mendelsohn • Teresa Mitchell • Dr. Amr Moursi & Mary Shore • 

Nicholas Martini Foundation • NYU Community Fund • Kevin & Kristina O'Leary • Michael & Jessica 

O'Mary • Gabriela Perezutti-Hearst • Jill Popovich • Denise Quaglia • Lois Rakoff • Ana & Nadim Razzouk • 

Jonathan & Joanne Rogoff • Christopher Rothko & Lori Cohen • Rowan Family Foundation • Brice & 

Laurence Russian • Mr. & Mrs. Winthrop Rutherfurd, Jr. • Jose Santiago & Elvis Lizardo • Brenda Savino & 

Dennis Coppin • Mary-Taylor Scott • Nicole Shearman & Nick Fluehr • Martha Sproule • Dr. Helen & 

Nicholas Stephan • Magali & Christophe Thomas • Michael Tiedemann • Daniel Tomai • Timothy Tomai • 

Juan & Stephanie Torruella • Tri-Wines • Bao Truong & Linda Ma-Truong • Timothy Urie • US Bank 

Foundation • Benjamine & Guilherme Valle • Nella Vera • Clemence Von Mueffling • The Welles Remy 

Crowther Charitable Trust • Lori Wright • Susi & Peter Wunsch • Nathalie Zayek Sawabini • Dr. Anna Zou
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Benefactors - $1,000 +

Mark Carlin • Tom Colicchio & Lori Silverbush 

• Ashish Contractor • Cooley • Crothall 

Healthcare • Doctors Council • Helen Egger • 

Mrs. John W. Embry • Trudy & Robert 

Gottesman • Greater NY Hospital Association 

• Greenhill & Co. • Eugenie Iseman • Megan R. 

Lyons • Reyne Macadaeg & Harmen van der 

Linde • Sharon Mates • Julianne Moore • 

Kristina Moris • James & Kathleen O'Brien • 

Cheryl Reich & David Dewhurst • Seventh 

District Foundation • Rodney Tailford • David 

Temkin & Peter Bohan • Jennifer Walsh & 

Steven Hamrahi • Wawa

Patrons - $5,000 +

I support Children of 
Bellevue for their 

multifaceted approach for 
solutions to many of the 

issues affecting both children's 
physical and mental health." 

 
- Guy Avellon, supporter

We try our hardest to make sure each of our supporters is recognized accurately on our impact report listing. To 

inform us of any edits you would made, please email info@childrenofbellevue.org.



OUR TEAM
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Claudia Aristy, Director, Reach Out and Read and the Health Education and 

Literacy for Parents Project 

Benard P. Dreyer, MD, Chief of Pediatrics 

Jennifer Havens, MD, Director and Chief of Service, Department of Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry 

Mary-Lee Kvietkus, Director of Administration 

Gloria Mattera, Director, Department of Child Life and Developmental 

Services 

Margaret McHugh, MD, Director, Frances L. Loeb Center for Child Protection 

and Development 

Alan Mendelsohn, MD, Director, Video Interaction Project 

Sara M. Saastamoinen*, Director of Development

Staff Leadership

Peter Catapano, Jr, DDS • Benard P. Dreyer, MD • Arthur H. Fierman, MD • 

Lewis R. Goldfrank, MD • Jennifer Havens, MD • Amr M. Moursi, DDS, PhD

Advisory Council

*Until October 2017, Mariadora Saladino served as the Director of Development for Children of Bellevue.

Every day hundreds of 
doctors, nurses, child life 
specialists, creative art 
therapists, and many more 
staff work at Bellevue to 
provide more than medicine 
to our youngest patients 
and their families—all 
because of your support.



& OUR BOARD
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*An asterisk indicates a past Chairperson of Children of Bellevue's Board of Directors. 

Co-Chairs of the Board: Judith A. Keating and Cheryl Reich 

Vice Chair: Mary Ann Chiasson, DrPH* 

Secretary: Nicole Shearman 

Treasurer: Juan Torruella 

Board Members: Shannon Bell • Marc Bothwell* • Christopher K. Brumm • 

Mary Ann Chiasson, DrPH* • Tom Colicchio • Stacey Cook • Jennifer Starobin 

Davidson • Rebecca Gordon • Karen Hopkins, MD • Laurentino Ibarra III • 

Aubrie Jones • Judith A. Keating • Ron Longe • Megan R. Lyons • Jeffrey A. 

Meckler* • Kristina Moris • Kevin M. O'Leary, CFA, CFP • Cheryl Reich • Nicole 

Shearman • Helen Stephan, MD • Dave Temkin • Juan Torruella • Benjamine 

Ribeiro do Valle • Jennifer Walsh, CPA • Nathalie Zayek Sawabini 

Board of Directors

James R. Borynack • Mrs. John C. Burton • Michelle Clayman • Mrs. Stewart B. 

Clifford • Mrs. Walter J. P. Curley • Mrs. John W. Embry • Mrs. Bruce A. Gimbel • 

Mrs. Winthrop Rutherfurd, Jr. • Mrs. Norton Stevens 

Life Board

Mrs. Stanley Arkin • Mrs. Stephen Bassock • James A. Beha, II • Mrs. William J. 

Benedict • Cathryn Burchill Block • Letitia Buckley • Sean T. Collins • Mary 

Elliott • Stuart M. Goode • Elizabeth Dater Jennings • Elizabeth Martin • Kevin 

Martyn • Judith Murray • Deborah D. O’Kain • Mrs. Randolph H. Post • Mary A. 

Susnjara • John C. Wobensmith 

Corporate Board



THE STATS
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In 2017, you helped us provide over 
$950,000 in direct services to 
Bellevue's children and families 
through our programs. 
 
Did you know? 80 cents of every 
dollar donated goes directly to our 
programs and services.



IN 2017
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In 2016 Charity Navigator rated Children of 
Bellevue a three-star charity for another year 
running because of our accountability and 
transparency to our supporters.



In 2019 Children of Bellevue will 
celebrate seven decades of providing 
and advocating for our Bellevue kids.

Follow 

Learn more 

Contact 

In person 

@CoBellevue on social media to stay updated 

on the web at   www.childrenofbellevue.org 

(212) 562-4130 option 5 or  info@childrenofbellevue.org 

located  at 462 First Avenue, ME-15, New York, NY 10016 

We hope you will join us 

during this milestone 

anniversary year in 

advocacy and support 

for our children and 

their families.

Children of Bellevue, Inc. is a non-profit organization founded in 1949 to initiate, fund, and 

develop special programs and act as an advocate for children and their families within New 

York City Health + Hospitals/Bellevue. All contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by 

law. Our federal tax identification number is 13-1679615. 


